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WHY I _LEFT NORTH KOREA
Kin So-kyong

Now, I can walk the strects of Seocal as & free man. Bui I cannot
forget the streets in Ch'ongjin City where I lived until only a month
egq. I cannot help btvt recall hov I and others ured to 1listen tc the
radio broadcast from Seoul under the quilt-cover in order to gvold the
eyes of Cosmmnist police, Even while under the cover my hair stood on
end and goomsq pimples covered my body.

i Posters such as "Long live our brilliant leader Gen Kim Il-gung"”
and "Long live the werld’s liverator of all oppressed people, Gemmral-
issimo Stalin” and their portraits, vhich are always kept brightly Tloodlighted,
are hung im every street and allwy. In addition, some kind of propa-
ganda spesches are always carriad over the PA eystem until late every
night, so that the tired vorkers are unable to get encughrsleep.

The land reform of 19465 has become a symbol of suffering so far
as the farmers are comcerned. On the surface, the 25 percent of the
harvest cs & partial payment on the land does nct seem too much, The
fact is, however, that the 25 Percent which vas fixed at the time of
land assignment mpet be met by the individwal farmer svery year even
though the farmers may have lost their entire crop either by dromnght or
flood. This means that in the event of natural disaster the farmers
s have to tuny +he officiully fixed amount of grain (25 percent) to nay
- the taz if they desirs to hold the land. But that is not all, There
18 also vhat is dmown as tax on ih-stock goods. In short, the 25 per-
cent tax usually aumounted up to 70 - 80 percent of the harvest., I
witneaséd xany people geing to stete farms or atate figherics under &
X contract runuing 2 = 3 years in order to get Just a bushel of rigas.cr
> ° 2,000 - 3,000 won for the femily. This i{s what the Commnisis call

. equality.
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Koreans in the Horth cannot discuse “usues such as this in the
open because wnder the so-called mormmi civil lawe, gathering of
more than two persoms without advance suthorization is considered a
viclation: I kmew ome il gentleman who every night used to walk :
about 2 miles over very rugged mountain trails to the city to listen
to the radio broadedst frow Sa3oml. One night, upon his return from
the ¢ity, he found his homs hsd boen completely wrecksd by the Commmnist
police, - Paornle cannot gather evéen on the side of the road in North
Korea. . - : . : !

I was ¢ffered e teaching position in Kyomgsomg City, Hamgyong :
Pakio; which I ascepted for two reascns: to support a family of weix,
and to besp the apirit of the stwdents slive as mmoh as poseidle., .
Tas sohool I went to teach in was no exceptiom. The Commmnlst elements
dominatsd both the teachlug staff and student body. If any ome was
found to have Ais own political thonghisghe wap immodlately dismissed
from the sahool. Oneof my studemts, who was selectsd to make a spsech
on ‘the oeoaoim of amniversary of the People'a Arey; #a1d in his apssch,
“The . Pocplo 5 hrmy is ' Soviet Army Jr.” Ho was expedled from the schocl
the pame day. Aacther studant said, "Graine: harrested in Karoa are
baing shipped to. tho 8oviel Union svery day t!x'ough Ch'eng)in Port. How
can - the Soviet, Union e a liberator of the oppreued people when she doss
this. kind of thing? That. student 46 behind bars-wow.

Members of the teaching staff are required to cowd cue~ualf hour ear:Ly
every morning aué report to the office of the school hesd for daily
instructions. Teschers return to their hows, if early, at abmt 2100,
rut they usually retvrn home eksut midnigik. Vo kama seer too much of
the Red ghost in tke North. School ohildran are more afrald of school
authorities thah of the police.
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